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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The arguments and amendments of September 18, 2006 and the declaration of M. 
Trefz (first provided April 13, 2006) have removed all the outstanding objections and 
rejections of the case as (a) the amendment to the specification removes the objection to 
the specification as not clearly identifying the parent cases as discussed in paragraph 6 
of the Feb. 1, 2006 Office Action, (b) the amendments to claims 64, 98 and 106 and the 
correction to claim 113 remove the claim objections as discussed in paragraph 7 of the 
Feb. 1, 2006 Office Action, (c) as to the claim for priority, the Examiner has reviewed 
applicant's arguments and the copy of the declaration by M. Trefz, and accepts that US 
5968270 does show support for the variable width outlet orifice, as it is present in claim 

1, for example of the patent. As a result, the rejections under 35 USC 102 and 103 using 
Ueberschar et al (US 5785253) and DE 196 51 739 are withdrawn as the effective date of 
these documents are after the effective priority date of the present application. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closest 
prior art is to Isayama et al (US 4299188), which shows flowing a coating liquid onto a 
concave curved surface to direct the coating liquid for flow in the direction of 
movement of the web surface and directing the coating liquid from the terminal portion 
towards the direction of movement of the web and at an acute angle relative to the web 
surface to contact the web surface with the side of the coating liquid sheet that was 
towards the curved surface. See Figure 2. However, Isayama does not teach or suggest 
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to (1) doctor the coating liquid on the web surface (as required by independent claims 
64 and 81) as Isayama provides a slide bead process where controlled thinness of layers 
are applied to the web, (2) to flow the liquid through an elongate // bounded ,/ concave 
surface and apply excess coating (as required by independent claim 98), as the 
Examiner understands the term "bounded" when used in regard to the curved surface 
to mean that the surface is enclosed as based on the described conditions in the 
specification and the plain meaning of the term "bounded" (see paragraph 10 of the 
Feb. 1, 2006 Office Action) and Isayama does not show an enclosed or "bounded" flow 
path, but rather one open at the top, and (3) that the flow path "includes a generally 
straight section immediately upstream from at least one portion of the flow path that 
changes in one direction only and leads to a terminal portion of the flow path" and 
"forming the coating liquid flowing along the flow path into a sheet of coating liquid on 
the at least one portion to subject the coating liquid sheet to centrifugal force to cause 
coating liquid to concentrate towards one side of the coating liquid sheet" (as required 
by independent claim 113), as Isayama shows movement in two directions, as in Figure 
2, in the portion of the path following the straight section where the centrifugal force 
would occur. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katherine A. Bareford whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1413. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(6:oo-3:3o) with the First 
Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Meeks can be reached on (571) 272-1423. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 
for regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Other inquiries can be directed to the Tech Center 1700 telephone number at 
(571) 272-1700. 

Furthermore, information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http: / / pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



KATHERINE BAREFORD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




